
DIOCESE OF MARQUETTE 

Office of Communication p.0. BOX 548 347 Rock Street Marquette. MI 49855 
Loreene Zeno Koskey, Director Phone: 906-227-9129 

800-562-9745. ext. 129 
Fax: 906-226-6941 

May 23,2003 

Secretary 
Federal Communications Comntission 
Office o f  the Secretary 

Rooin TW-204H 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

445 12'" St., S.W. 

Re: In fo rma l  Comments, MB Dkt. No. 02-277; 

MM Dkt. No. 00-244 
MM Dkt. NO. 01-235; MM Dkt. NO. 01-317; 

Dear Ms. Secretary: 

The Diocese o t  Marquette ("Diocese") submits the following informal comments in the above-referenced 
K d c e  o f  Proposed Kulemaking, released September 23, 2002. 

The Diocese has long been concerned about the erosion o f  local news and public affairs programming causcd 
by the FCC's atid Congress' weakening o f  broadcast ownership limits, and the FCC's elimination of broadcast 
rules which formerly had permitted the FCC and the coinmunity to monitor broadcasters to help ensure that 
broadcasters served their community o f  license with programs which meet community needs and interests. 
Lo~a l l y ,  oiie ilea broedcasi tirm rcLently cut its news director position and it has become increasingly diff icult 
to get public s e n  ice announceinenis aired withuut purchilsing wine ail. time. 

'The Diocese urges the FCC i o  refraiii from making changes*in rite current d e s  which (a) prohibit cross- 
ownership of broadcast stations and newspapers in  thc~bame community, (b) l imit the number o f  television and 
cadiv siiitiwib B siiigic ciitiiy :; iay u*.,it iii a .ingle coninmniry, (c) set a rlatiotiai owtiership cap Tor television 
station 31 an siready overly generous 35% of households, and (d) prohibit common ownership o f  major 
television networks. C h l z  leievision aiready i s  doniiilated DY the same companies that domiria:e teievision and 
satellite systems and the programming on those systerns~ a i d  those same companies are moving into providing 
Internet access. Neililcr cable tior t l ie  inrerriel (wlieriier offered ihrough cable or telephone companies) offer 
meaningful alter~tatives to the aiready scarce suppiy of t ru ly  iocal news and local y b l i c  affairs programs on 
over-the-air television and radio. 
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CC: Scii. Carl Lev in 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
Rep. Bmt Srt~pak 


